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Hunger is the leading cause of 
death in the world. Our planet has 
provided us with tremendous 
resources, but unequal access and 
inefficient handling leaves millions 
of people malnourished. If we 
promote sustainable agriculture 
with modern technologies and fair 
distribution systems, we can 
sustain the whole world’s 
population and make sure that 
nobody will ever suffer from 
hunger again.
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o The global pandemic, conflicts and rising geopolitical tensions, climate change, 
rising food inflation, and growing inequities are exacerbating the problem of hunger 
and food insecurity.

o Globally, 735 million were in extreme hunger in 2022 or 9.2% of the world's 
population – up by 122 million since 2019.

o 2.4 billion people (1 in 3 people) face moderate or severe food insecurity (inability to 
regularly access sufficient, safe and nutritious food) at present.

o This is an alarming 391 million more people than in 2019 who are unable to access 
adequate and safe food!

o As per current estimates, 258 million people in crisis countries and regions) face 
acute food insecurity.

o As opposed to 2015 when 589 million people were experiencing hunger, the number 
of people experienced hunger has increased in 2022. Given this increase, the 
projections show that in 2030, 670 million people or 8% of the world’s population will 
still experience hunger.

o While hunger is increasing in West Asia, the Caribbean and all subregions of Africa, 
most subregions of Asia and Latin America fared better in terms of food security.

Facts and Figures
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Facts and Figures

o The most worrisome increase in Prevalence of Undernourishment (PoU) was 
seen in all regions across Africa, shooting up from 17% in 2019 to 19.7% in 
2022.

o In terms of absolute numbers, Asia continues to have the highest number of 
undernourished people – 401.6 million.

o Women and children across the globe are affected by malnourishment 
despite some progress in this area.

o As per current estimates, 45 million children under the age of 5 suffer from 
wasting, 148 million have stunted growth and 37 million are overweight.

o Around 30% of women aged 15-49 are anaemic and this figure has remained 
almost stagnant since 2000.

o 36.5% of pregnant women in the 15-49 age group across the globe are 
anaemic as per the latest estimates.

o Countries facing moderately to abnormally high food prices declined 
significantly in 2021 with the share of countries facing falling to 21.5% vs the 
record-high of 48% in 2020. This figure is still higher than the 2015-2019 
average of 15.2%.
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2.1 By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people in vulnerable 

situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round.

2.2 By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the internationally agreed targets on stunting and wasting in 

children under 5 years of age, and address the nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women and older persons.

2.3 By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers, in particular women, indigenous peoples, 

family farmers, pastoralists and fishers, including through secure and equal access to land, other productive resources and inputs, 

knowledge, financial services, markets and opportunities for value addition and non-farm employment.

2.4 By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient agricultural practices that increase productivity and 

production, that help maintain ecosystems, that strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change, extreme weather, drought, 

flooding and other disasters and that progressively improve land and soil quality.

2.5 By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and their related wild 

species, including through soundly managed and diversified seed and plant banks at the national, regional and international levels, and 

promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional 

knowledge, as internationally agreed.
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2.A Increase investment, including through enhanced international cooperation, in rural infrastructure, 

agricultural research and extension services, technology development and plant and livestock gene 

banks in order to enhance agricultural productive capacity in developing countries, in particular least 

developed countries.

2.B Correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agricultural markets, including through the parallel elimination of all 

forms of agricultural export subsidies and all export measures with equivalent effect, in accordance with the mandate of the Doha 

Development Round.

2.C Adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity markets and their derivatives and facilitate timely access to 

market information, including on food reserves, in order to help limit extreme food price volatility.
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