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o Violence is increasing across the globe and the nature of conflicts is 
changing. Ongoing and new conflicts are derailing our path to peace and 
interfering with the achievement of SDG 16 goals. 

o After a stable perception of safety between 2016 and 2021, the world saw a 
sharp increase in violence and armed conflicts in the following year. 

o Based on data from 12 of the deadliest armed conflicts, there was a 53% 
increase in the number of civilians killed in war operations (totalling at least 
16,988 civilians) in 2022 as compared to 2021. This is based on data from. 
This was the first time the figure increased since the adoption of the 2030 
Agenda. One in five of these victims were women. 

o 25% of humanity lives in conflicted-affected areas. 

o As of end 2022, a record 108.4 million people were forcibly displaced 
globally, which is 2.5 times more than the number a decade ago and 19 
million more than 2021.

o In 2022, the use of heavy weapons and explosive munitions including 
indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks was 39% vs 13% per cent in 
2021.
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o Sub-Saharan Africa and Europe accounted for 90% of the deaths, with 4 out of 10 taking place 
in Ukraine.

o As per 2022 data, the World Bank classified a total of 37 countries or territories with approximately 
1 billion people as fragile and conflict-affected situations (FCS).

o Over 40% of people living in extreme poverty are in FCS countries/ territories. By the end of this decade, this is estimated to increase to 60%. 

o Global intentional homicides reached a 20-year high amid the global pandemic in 2021. This is attributed to economic repercussions of 
COVID-related restrictions and escalating gang and sociopolitical violence. 

o Intentional homicides, causing more deaths than armed conflicts and terrorist killings combined. In 2021, 458,000 people were victims of 
intentional homicides. 

o Men and boys accounted for 81% of homicide victims globally in 2021, four times the number of women and girls. 

o Around 69% of the population report feeling safe or very safe walking alone around the area in which they live after dark as per survey data 
from 114 countries. Women continue to feel significantly less safe than men.

o Based on data from 141 countries, there were 187,915 detected victims of trafficking between 2017 and 2020. 

o 79% of human trafficking is for sexual exploitation with the victims of sexual exploitation predominantly being women and girls.

o Globally, almost 20% of all trafficking victims are children.

o 1 in 2 children or 1 billion children experience some form of violence each year. 

o 15% of children have been victims of cyberbullying. 

o Nearly 1 in 5 girls have been sexually abused at least once in their lifetime. 

o In 75 countries (mostly low- and middle-income) with available data from 2014 to 2022, around 80% of children aged 1-14 years were 
subjected to some form of psychological aggression and/or physical punishment at home in the previous month. 

o In 70 of these countries, around 50% of children experience violent disciplining on a regular basis.
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o The number of unsentenced detainees across 
the global was around 30% of the total prison 
population in 2021, far from the target of 
equal access to justice to all. 

o Overcrowding of prisons still remains a major 
challenge with 46 out of 96 countries (with 
data available) reporting that they operate at 
over 100% of the intended prison capacity. 
18% of these countries operate at over 150% 
capacity. 

o Globally, around 1 in 7 or 15% of businesses 
are requested for bribes by public officials as 
per data from 154 countries surveyed during 
2006-2023.
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16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children

16.3 Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal access to justice for all

16.4 By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen the recovery and return of stolen assets and combat all forms of 

organized crime

16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms

16.6 Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels

16.8 Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the institutions of global governance

16.9 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration

16.10 Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national legislation and international agreements

16.A Strengthen relevant national institutions, including through international cooperation, for building capacity at all levels, in particular in 

developing countries, to prevent violence and combat terrorism and crime

16.B Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development
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