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o Around 4.52 billion people out of the global population of over 8 billion 
people live in cities as per 2022 estimates.

o Currently at around 55% of the global population, the figure is expected to 
increase to 70% by 2050. 

o The figure has increased by more than 530 million since 2015 when the size 
of the global urban population was 3.98 billion. 

o Urbanization has been most pronounced in developing countries, especially 
in Asia and Oceania. 

o Much of the urban growth is happening in smaller cities and intermediate 
towns, exacerbating urban poverty and inequalities. 

o 1.6 billion people lived in inadequate housing in 2022. 

o 1.1 billion urban residents were forced to live in extremely deprived 
situations in slums. 

o 100 million people were forced to leave their homes in 2022 owing to 
conflict, climate crisis, food insecurity, and other emergencies. 
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o 85% of slum dwellers are concentrated in three regions:
• Central and Southern Asia – 359 million
• Eastern and South-Eastern Asia – 306 million
• Sub-Saharan Africa – 230 million

o An estimated 350-500 million of the global slum dwelling population are children. These children are exposed to diverse depravations, risks, 
and dangers including exposure to violence, inaccessibility to education, poor hygiene and sanitation, poor health, and more.

o 48.4% of the global urban population lack convenient access to public transport, with considerable regional differences as of 2022. 

o An estimated 1 billion people in developing countries still lack access to all-weather roads. 

o In 2021, total economic losses of $80 billion (0.57% of the GDP of all reporting countries) were reported from disasters with significant 
regional differences. 

o Over 1 million critical infrastructure units, including schools and hospitals, were damaged/ destroyed from 2015 to 2021 owing to disasters. 

o From 2015 to 2021, over 6.5 million basic services were disrupted by disasters in reporting countries.

o In 2022, the municipal solid waste (MSW) collection rate globally averaged at 82% in cities.

o With average MSW collection rates less than 60%, sub-Saharan Africa and Oceania have high levels of uncollected waste, causing plastic 
pollution, GHG emissions, infections, etc. 

o In 2020, the global waste produced per person weighed 6 times more than the weight of an average person.
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11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and 

upgrade slums

11.2 By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport systems for all, improving road safety, 

notably by expanding public transport, with special attention to the needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, children, 

persons with disabilities and older persons

11.3 By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity for participatory, integrated and sustainable human settlement planning and management in 

all countries

11.4 Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage

11.5 By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected and substantially decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross 

domestic product caused by disasters, including water-related disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations

11.6 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management

11.7 By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for women and children, older persons and persons with 

disabilities

11.A Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peri-urban and rural areas by strengthening national and regional development planning

11.B By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting and implementing integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource 

efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and implement, in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 

2015-2030, holistic disaster risk management at all levels

11.C Support least developed countries, including through financial and technical assistance, in building sustainable and resilient buildings utilizing local material
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